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The exhibition Trickle emerged as a
result of the invitation issued by the
artist Sara Benninga, who is active at the
Artists’ Studios at Teddy Stadium, to the
multimedia artist Noam Bar, to present
a joint exhibition at the New Gallery.

A trickle, actual and conceptual,
is the leitmotif running through the
works in the exhibition. In Benninga’s
paintings it is the relation between the
blended figures and the background,
their dissolution into stains of color and
brushstrokes, and their reconfiguration
into a new constellation. The same
process takes place, albeit in a different
way, in Bar's sculptures. The sculptures
are composed of thin iron or wood
rods that form a skeleton of sorts; thus
the space surrounding the sculpture
penetrates and contains it, and the
sculpture in turn defines the space in
which it is situated.

The digital image, the flickering
screens and scintillating images, the
fragmentation and the connection
between different worlds preoccupy
both artists, each in his or her own
way. Their oeuvre may also be read,
among other interpretations, as a
challenge against the products of the
current digital age, offering an artistic
alternative.

In this exhibition, Sara Benninga
presents a collection of paintings whose
primary focus is the encounter between
people. She explores the subject of the
group and the relationships between
the figures populating the painting,
while examining them against the
painted background and as part of it.
Benninga focuses on family situations
and on figures inspired by journalistic
photographs. The relations between the
figures in her paintings are ambiguous:
they share a common space, but are

Sara Benninga, born in 1982 / lives and works
in Jerusalem / BFA, Bezalel Academy of Arts
and Design, Jerusalem, 2012; BA in Art History
and Literature, Tel Aviv University, 2006;
MA in Art History, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, 2009; currently a Ph.D. candidate
in Art History, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem / lecturer in the Department of
History and Theory, Bezalel Academy of Arts
and Design / participated in a number of
group exhibitions.
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each absorbed in their own world.
The tension between the figures’
physical proximity and their loneliness
is manifested in the interwoven fabric
of figures and background.

Noam Bar focuses in this exhibition
on the balance between the sculptural
object and space. His linear sculptures
are composed of thin iron rods, which
are cleanly assembled using a mixed
media technique. The minimalist
sculptures are positioned in space,
containing it while simultaneously
being foreign to it, assimilating into it
disrupting it, dictating, and amplifying
it; they are figurative on the one hand
and abstract on the other, whether
considering the sculpture Pregnancy or
a sculpture simulating the trickle or the
fall of material or objects from shelves.
The movement inherent in the totality
of the sculptures, a movement bearing
a slight futuristic character, hints at
the potential of occurrence concealed
within them.

An intimate - though alienated -
tone arises from the works in the
exhibition, which is concerned primarily
with testing boundaries, breaking, and
reassembling them.

Noam Bar, born in 1984 / lives and works
in Tel Aviv in the mediums of sculpture,
painting, and video installation / BFA with
distinction, Bezalel Academy of Arts and
Design, Jerusalem, 2012 / presented the
following solo exhibitions, among others:
Homepage, Museum of Israeli Art, Ramat Gan,
and Object-ION, Hahanut Gallery, Tel Aviv;
his outdoor sculptures are installed, among
other places, at Hansen House, Jerusalem,
and at Fenix Sculpture Park, Nechtany, Czech
Republic.

All measurements are given in centimeters, height x width x depth
Photographs of the artworks courtesy of Shay Halevi
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